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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of removing laser debris from a laser-scribed 
substrate surface, said method comprising: 

fa) providing a fluid comprising insoluble particulates; 

tb) contacting said substrate surface with said particulate - oompr i sing fluid 
hav i ng a pH abovo the i soe l ectric point of sa i d substr a t e; and 

l£l [[(b)H ultrasonically or sonically agitating said partioul a to - oomprioing 
fluid in contact with said substrate to remove laser debris from said substrate 
surf ace . 

2„ (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said particulate-comprising fluid is non- 
acidic. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein said fluid has a basic pH. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein said particulate-comprising fluid 
comprises particulate ranging in size from about 15 nanometers to about 500 
microns. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said particulate-comprising fluid 
comprises particulates in a concentration ranging from about 1 % to about 99 % by 
volume. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 5, wherein said particulate-comprising fluid 
comprises particulates in a concentration ranging from about 1 % to about 50 % by 
volume. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said particulate-comprising fluid is 
agitated at a frequency ranging from about 20 kHz to about 200 kHz. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein said particulates and said fluid have 
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substantially the same specific gravity. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said fluid is chosen from water, toluene, 
ethanol, acetone, acetyl nitrite, dichloromethane, water with calcium chloride and 
water with lithium chloride. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said particulates are chosen from 
silica, metals, metal oxides, synthetic polymers, natural polymers, ceramics and 
fossilized silica deposits. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein said particulates are elastic. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said substrate is laser-scribed glass. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 12, further comprising producing an array of 
probes on said modified laser-scribed glass substrate. 

14. (Original) A method of modifying a laser-scribed glass substrate surface, said 
method comprising: 

(a) contacting said laser-scribed glass substrate surface with a particulate- 
comprising fluid; and 

(b) ultrasonically or sonically agitating said particulate-comprising fluid to 
modify said laser-scribed glass substrate surface. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein said particulate-comprising fluid has 
a pH above the isoetectric point of said laser-scribed glass substrate. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein said particulates are synthetic 
polymers. 

17. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein said particulates and said fluid have 
substantially the same specific gravity. 
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18. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein said particulate-comprising fluid is 
non-acidic. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of modifying a substrate surface, said method 
comprising: 

(a) providing a fluid comprising insoluble synthetic polymers: 
IbjL contacting said substrate surface with Ha]] said e ynthotio polymer " 

c ompri si ng fluid ; and 

fel [[(b)]] ultrasonically or sonically agitating said synthetic po l ymer - 

comprising fluid to modify said substrate surface. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 19, wherein said synthetic polymer- 
comprising fluid has a pH above the isoelectric point of said i a ee r - soribcd g l ace 
substrate. 

21. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said substrate is laser-scribed glass. 

22. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said synthetic polymer and said fluid 
have substantially the same specific gravity. 

23. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said synthetic polymer-comprising 
fluid is non-acidic. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of modifying a substrate surface, said method 
comprising: 

(a) providing a basic fluid comprising insoluble particulates: 
£bL contacting said substrate surface with [[a]] said basic , particulato - 
oomprio i ng fluid; and 

is) [[(b)]] ultrasonically or sonically agitating said basi c, part i culate - 
comprising fluid to modify said substrate surface. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 24, wherein said basic particulate-comprising 
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fluid has a pH above the isoelectric point of said substrate. 

26. (Original) The method of Claim 24, wherein said particulates are synthetic 
polymers. 

27. (Original) The method of Claim 24, wherein said particulates and said basic fluid 
have substantially the same specific gravity. 

28. (Original) The method of Claim 24, wherein said substrate is laser-scribed glass. 

29. (Original) A substrate modified according to Claim 1. 

30. (Original) A method for producing a biopolymeric array, said method comprising: 

(a) modifying at least one surface of a substrate according to Claim 1 to 
provide a modified substrate; and 

(b) producing an array of probes on said modified substrate. 

31. (Original) A biopolymeric array produced according to Claim 30. 

32. (Original) A method for producing a biopolymeric array on a laser-scribed glass 
substrate, said method comprising: 

(a) modifying at least one surface of a laser-scribed glass substrate 
according to Claim 1 to provide a modified laser-scribed glass substrate; and 

(b) producing an array of probes on said modified laser-scribed glass 
substrate. 

33. (Original) A method comprising exposure of a biopolymeric array of Claim 32 to a 
sample and performing a binding assay with said biopolymeric array. 

34. (Original) A method comprising, following exposure of a biopolymeric array of 
Claim 33 to a sample, reading said biopolymeric array. 
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35. (Original) A method comprising forwarding data representing a result of a reading 
obtained by the method of Claim 34. 

36. (Original) The method according to claim 35, wherein said data is transmitted to 
a remote location. 

37. (Currently Amended) A device for modifying a substrate surface comprising a 
particulate - comprising fluid according to Claim 1, said fluid contained therein 
h av i ng a pH abov e the i coo le ctric point of o a id substrate , wherein said device is 
capable of uttrasonically or sonicaily agitating said particu l at e- comprising fluid. 

38. (Currentl y Amended) A system for modifying a substrate surface, said system 
comprising: 

(a) a device capable of uttrasonically or sonicaily agitating a fluid contained 
therein; and 

(b) a parttoulat e' comprio i ng fluid according to Claim 1 f or use with said 
apparatus hav i ng a pH above the isooloctric po i nt of said subctrato 

39. (Original) A kit comprising: 

(a) fiuidic medium; 

(b) particulates for use with said fiuidic medium; and 

(c) instructions to combine said fiuidic medium and said particulates to 
produce a particulate-comprising fluid for use in the method of Claim 1. 
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